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Following the completion of the new well, an extensive series of water quality samples were 
taken from the new well and sent to the TCEQ for final approval of the well.  The TCEQ has 
responded that the water quality of the new well appears to be corrosive primarily due to the 
lack of calcium that the region has in the Woodbine Aquifer.  The 3 indices the TCEQ uses show 
the water is on the corrosive scale, but this new well water is VERY similar to the water that has 
been produced for decades from the City’s other 2 wells which are in the same aquifer.  The 
water quality is also very similar to other water suppliers in the area who produce groundwater.  
The City of Tom Bean has conducted routine lead and copper sampling for 20 years (46 tests), 
which is meant to track corrosivity problems, and has always met TCEQ requirements with the 
other 2 wells which have very similar water quality and are completed in the same aquifer.  
However, since the Flint Michigan water crisis occurred in 2016 which was the result of 
blending an entirely different source(river) with their water system, the EPA and TCEQ have 
taken a very conservative approach when water systems bring on a new source of water.  The 
TCEQ does not look at existing systems water quality as it relates to corrosivity unless they fail 
the Lead and Copper tests, but they are now actively analyzing new sources(a well in this case) 
for corrosivity.  After numerous communications (email, phone, video calls) with the TCEQ, 
Engineer and GTUA, the TCEQ has maintained that they are not willing to budge on the 
requirement that we have an engineering firm perform a corrosivity study and add anti-
corrosivity treatment to our system even though the City has always passed their Lead and 
Copper requirements with the other 2 wells which are in the same aquifer and of similar 
quality.  This is disappointing to say the least that we are being required to take this extra step 
following the completion of a substantial capital project for the City, but there is not an 
alternative based upon our discussions and meetings with the TCEQ. 

The well and pump station contractor has now completed the construction contract in 
accordance with plans and specifications.  Given that fact, the City has the obligation to close 
out that contract after we receive all of the closeout documentation.  The City and GTUA are 
working closely with Cobb-Fendley Engineers to navigate the next step which will be conducting 
a corrosivity study and ultimately adding some type of extra chemical at the City’s three(3) well 
sites.  The council will be updated as we know more from Cobb-Fendley Engineers. 

 


